A review of Hawking Technologies' HWC54DA Wireless-G Laptop Card
3/2/2007

By Jim Gordon
[image: image3.jpg]


This PCI card was designed to improve wireless reception and transmission from PCI based Macintosh laptops.

The Hawking web site claims “Up to 200% Increase in Wireless Distance and Performance when compared to Standard Wireless Cards,” presumably referring to Apple’s Airport card.

My PowerBook G4 Titanium laptop came factory equipped with an Airport card that quickly became notorious for having wireless reception due to the laptop’s case.

I’m pleased to report the Hawking card easily beat it’s modest claim. At the February ProMac meeting in room 120 Clemens, SUNY University at Buffalo conference room I could never get reception using the Apple Airport card. With the Hawking card I was able to locate 5 available wireless access points. 

At home, the card performed equally well getting full throughput from my 802.11b wireless base station

Hawking’s utility (supplied on disc with the card) reported the following connection speed:
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Here’s my speed result from SpeakEasy.
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I purchased this card from CompUSA on sale on line 2/9/2007 for $39.98 plus $9.99 shipping & handling plus sales tax. 

This card is well worth the money. It works great!

