Review of Epson Stylus CX5800F All-In-One

By Jim Gordon

March 4, 2007

This unit prints, scans, faxes and photocopies. It uses individual cartridges for each color and it has its own fax-modem built-in. The CX5800F can print pictures from camera memory cards and Pict-Bridge enabled cameras directly, without a need for a Mac. It sells for $99 (US) today at the Epson web site.
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The CX5800F is a big step up from my old HP Deskjet 697c. A feature of the 5800 that I like is the paper feeds from the back so it doesn’t get curled going through the feeder. The print head doesn’t get pushed up by the paper (no streaks).

Envoleopes go through smoothly and aren’t wrinkled or printed at an angle. The paper guide let me use narrow paper and greeting card stock easily. Now I can make “full bleed,” edge-to-edge prints. The printer handles high quality paper stock (photo grade) and medium card stock nicely. It does not print “duplex” (both sides of the paper at once). The speed is fine and noise is not a problem.
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Prior to purchasing this unit I had a general gripe against scanner manufacturers that they had not updated their drivers in years. Epson must have heard me. The EpsonScan 3.02a universal binary driver provided is top notch! The scanner driver is extraordinarily well thought out. It has 3 different modes. One for basic users, another for intermediate, and a full fledged professional mode. 

Professional mode lets you adjust RGB values, the histogram, and more.  I couldn’t be happier with this tool.

The scanner hardware produces high quality images, although it is not terribly fast. Speeding up scanners without losing quality or costing the moon is the next area that I think scanner manufacturers should concentrate on.

I’m very happy with this unit and would recommend it to anyone who asks. 

